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A WARM FESTIVE WELCOME

As Chair of Trustees it is my pleasure to welcome you to the first winter newsletter
for Bushmead Community Hub. It is a little over 18 months ago that local people
heard the news that there were plans to close the community centre. Within a matter
of weeks, an action group turned passionate protest into a well-oiled organisational
machine that formed a charity to manage the centre BY the community FOR the
continued benefit of local people.

This transformation of fortunes was brought about through partnerships with the
National Health Service, community organisations, LBC officers, local councillors
and faith groups, drawing upon the efforts and expertise of dozens of volunteers
from the estate and beyond.

Six months on from the April 1 2017 handover the Centre has been a tremendous
success. The number and breadth of new local groups hiring the Centre has taken
everyone by surprise, the finances are in a healthy position and local funding
organisations have been attracted by the Centre’s compelling business plan.

There has been a large increase in the number of community groups using our
facility thanks to the state of the art website www.bushmeadhub.co.uk and our
innovative use of social media. These range from a model boat club, Muslim and
Christian prayer groups, a wildlife group, 2 karate groups, exercise classes and
after school clubs. The 50+ bowls group continues from before and the Friday night
youth group continues to attract in excess of forty 7-11 year olds per week.

Most importantly of all, local people have rediscovered their confidence in being
able to challenge a seemingly ‘done deal” when it comes to running down a prime
community asset. This project has shown that such facilities can be managed in a
fashion that combines innovation, collective action and profitability.

As we look forward the Hub has plans to expand provision through becoming much
more than a series of rooms to hire. We aim to promote our own events and initiatives
that recapture the Centre’s original role in community development. In order to do
that we need more “hands on deck™ and as such we would welcome any time and
expertise that you could offer to lend a hand. Please get in touch through emailing
us on ask@bushmead.co.uk or calling the centre on 01582 422818.

We hope you enjoy the many items in this newsletter and hope you feel inspired to

get in touch! paL( /

Paul Hammond, Chair of Trustees, Bushmead Community Hub.

HUB GARDEN OPENS

Saturday saw the formal opening of THE HUB's
new ecological garden. This was possible
through some money from the Tesco bags
grant. The work was carried out by Luton Youth
Offending Service and Groundwork Luton &
Bedfordshire.

Thank you to everyone who has been involved
and Cllr Rachel Hopkins and Cllr David Franks
for cutting the ribbon.

This space will be available from spring to rent
out for different groups and events.

Contact the hub for more information
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Great fun for all

We set out three mats on the main hall floor
and bowl at a smaller white bowl known as
the Jack but the special feature is the block of
wood placed in the middle of the mat so that
you have to bowl round it! Those whose howls
get nearest the Jack secure the most points
also known as ‘good wood'.

You do not need to have played before, we have
people on hand who are only too willing to
introduce you to the game and provide all the
help that you need. You do not even need at the
initial stages your own bowls — we have sets
on hand that you can use, our only requirement
is that you wear flat shoes on the mats.

This activity is run by the centre so all our staff will be able to help you
call 01582 422818 (Bushmead Community Hub) E-mail: ask@bushmeadhub.co.uk




LOTS HAPPENING AT THE HUB

Its great that Dave’s Boxfit, Abbey’s Pilates
and Helen's Yoga are still enjoying the hubs
hospitality as well as Weight Watchers who
meet on a Thursday.

Since April we have seen a
number of new hirers who
have decided to make the Hub
their home, plus our long-term
hirers staying with us.

CHA CHAR CHIMPS

Mondays 10 - 11am

Do you and your little one like
music, dancing, props, bubbles,
drinks and cake?

The come along to Cha Char
Chimps for all of this and more!

STAY & PLAY
Wednesday 10 —11.30am

For children under five years and
their parents, Stay & Play is fun,
friendly and inclusive. Join in
messy play activities, story and
time session.

As a community run charity we felt it was
important to still offer a youth club on a Friday
and over indoor mat bowls twice a week. Both
are well attended and always looking for new
members. Ask at reception for details.

Drama group, The Griffin Players, were one
of the first new groups through the door and
now make up one of long term anchor tenants.
Meeting three times a week at the hub they
have brought some glitzand glam on a Monday,
Thursday and Sunday. You can catch them in
pantomime (both children friendly and adult) at
the library theatre. Look out for auditions for
future productions on Facebook.

A number of diverse interest groups meet
monthly at our CLUB HUB and include Friends
of Bradgers Hill, Luton & District Model Boat
club, Luton & Dunstable historical society and
AMA. We are also delighted to welcome a new
church group who are now using the hub on a

We are delighted that we now have two  Sunday morning.

different karate clubs, Shintai Karate and

. i o : We of course have our two permanent tenants, BUSHMEAD PRE-SCHOOL
Kojo Karate Kal'. .POth offering sessions for o NuS and Bushmead Pre-School who use For more information call 01582 485505 or
all ages and abilities. For the under 5s our the hub daily

new hirer Cha Char Chimps brings high

email bushmead.preschoologogglemail.com

energy fun, excitement and bubbles for
preschool entertainment on a Monday morning
plus there’s cake too! Cha Char Chimps are
complimented by Stay & Play which still takes
place on a Wednesday morning.

If you are looking for extra help with learning
then we have two groups - Kumon Maths on
a Saturday morning and First Class Learning
Wednesday after school.

From January we are delighted to be welcoming
Luton Slot Car Club as a long term hirer to the
hub on a Wednesday evening.

All information and contact details for each
of our hirers is available on our website.
Bushmeadhub.co.uk where we also keep you
up-to-date with special events and activities
via facebook and twitter.

ﬂBushmead Community Hub GBushmead_Huh

Children’s Birthday
party coming up?

Why not hold it at Bushmead Community Hubf

Children’s Birthday parties (ages 3 to 13)

£75 for 3 hours hall use*

(including 30 minutes clean up time)
free use of the kitchen.

Call the centre on 01532 422818 7
or go online at bushmeadhub.co.uk S

to book your party now.
*Excludes ﬁdayygjwugay[ﬂms from 5pm omwards.
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U N v E I ﬁ_ I N G 0 F N EW Calling all 7—11 year olds that are looking to make friends in
g ==Rac e  afun, safe environment. Come along to Bushmead Youth Club
L I N F O R MAT I 0 N s I G N s @%@iﬂ ) 6-8.30pm every term time Friday.

BRADGERS HILL ol e -
When the ‘Friends of Bradgers Hill' (FoBH) Y ol bl a'mi:f] ";St'ltllr you:!g pe:ﬁleaszn;e Ef retspgnsﬂ:llltyt;n_d
came together in late 2015 one of our aims was e oytv_nershl_p ord_ € ?c |onst_ et);\ L!nle al e 10 fev ew hellr

to install some eye catching new interpretation ;: |zen§ _ll%an lflilvotvemen Idn T;i oce;_dcommunrl‘t_)l(. he e

signs 1o help turn Bradgers Hil into an aft:? ofl;lun ;sd ;:Ifiiglf:igndze Ev::a:; le::lt::veworlg‘:mi::lgﬂ

attraction enjoyed by allof the community. [ . kinds of activities such as art, cooking, games, music and

With the support and funding from Your Say , - more. We organise trips out to theatre and the seaside.

Your Way and Luton Borough Council we were If you have a youngster who would like to join in please

able to transform this vision into two new . = contact the Bushmead hub.

signs, which were installed by volunteers 147 @ Ty

RQY ) : ‘ PO

=

in November 2017, located on the green on
Gleneagles Drive and near to the steps on
Bennington Close.

The signs aim to tell the story of Bradgers
Hill including maps and most spotted wildlife.
We hope these signs will be appealing, easy
to read and will inspire both young and old to
get active outdoors. All upcoming Friends of B I 1000, 1301, GROUP GAMES, DISCUSSTON, TABLE TENNTS AND MORE ..
Bradgers Hill events will also be displayed on

— the signs. "
The si de of suitable, hard weari : ¢
e signs are made of suitable, hard wearing -
luton materials which should stand up to the British e b
an weather and will hopefully be a feature on &= ®
no-one should be hungry Bradgers Hill for many years to come. ”>

We are a designated p

collection point 1 Luton i 1 ﬁ)

O L3 “ :
This activity is run by the centre so all our staff will be able to help you
call 01582 422818 (Bushmead Community Hub) E-mail: ask@bushmeadhub.co.uk

e is a youth group open to
oung people in Year 7 - 13.

For more info, please
contact Lee Pinner :

07712 390345
lee@christchurch
-bushmead.org.uk

for Luton Food Bank Your Say, Your Way : WEDNESDAY NIGHTS,
re‘i:;':iz:l:&ojv:ir,?ﬁ :}::e Would you like to getinvolved with conservation L | CHRISTCHURCH BUSHMEAD, 7.30 - oM =
them into the collection box. in Bushmead? Find out how at bradgershill g TFYOU AREYEAR T - 13 > G A ES o
www.lutonfoodbank.org.uk | ord- FoBH meet every second Wednesday in e YOU ARE VERY WELCOME bl MUSIC

every month between 7pm — 8.30pm




) REMEMBER ANY OF THESE

BEFORE THE CENTRE

Inter-centre Half-term
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poaikenee® - FIE-A-SIDE CHANPS’
5-0-side Tournament OCE 1990 ",

s

Debut community i [ QN ITE ‘?
festival a success |

MORE than 700 people turn-  including stalls, displays and a fan-

TR T S HELP US MAKE MEMORABLE
Festival on Saturday to i ut

make ita huge success. =
LTS e o - EVENTS IN THE FUTURE
Al e aim to promote our own events and initiatives
that recapture the Centre’s original role - organising
activities that bring our community together.
In order to do that we need your help. If you can

f

spare some time we are looking for an
organisation group to focus on Community role.
If you're interested in getting involved please email
ask@bushmead.co.uk or call 01582 422818.




Harrison Murray
Estate Agency

HAPPY
CHRISTMAS

‘Tis the season to

get browsing

...50 give your property a head start and let us get you ready
to take advantage of those potential buyers now.

Visit our website at

*Source: Rightmove

Partof 22 The Nottingham Building Society » Buying & Selling » Letting & Renting » Mortgages & Savings

It is not Harrison Murray's policy to accept instructions where there is a Sole Agency Agreement in existence,

P0S1917

until that Agreement has expired or is terminated. ém e
Ombud:
Herrison Murray Limited, registered in England and Wales number 3190376, Registered Office: Nottingham House, 3 Fulforth Street, Nottingham, NG1 3DL. A wholly owned subsidiary of Nottingham Property Senvices Limited e



